uthers Small Catechism

The Apogtles Creed

The First Article.

Of Creation.

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth.

What does this mean?-Answer.

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that
He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all
my limbs, my reason, and all my senses, and still
preserves them; in addition thereto, clothing and
shoes, meat and drink, house and homestead, wife
and children, fields, cattle, and all my goods; that He
provides me richly and daily with all that I need to
support this body and life, protects me from all
danger, and guards me and preserves me from all
evil; and all this out of pure, fatherly, divine goodness
and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me; for
all which I owe it to Him to thank, praise, serve, and
obey Him. This is most certainly true.

The Second Article.

Of Redemption.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary;
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
and sits on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from there He shall come to judge the
living and the dead.

What does this mean?-Answer.

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the
Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the
Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost
and condemned creature, purchased and won
[delivered] me from all sins, from death, and from the
power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with
His holy, precious blood and with His innocent
suffering and death, in order that I may be His own,
and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and
blessedness, even as He is risen from the dead, lives
and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.

The Third Article.

Of Sanctification.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; one holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.

What does this mean?-Answer.

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength
believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but
the Holy Ghost has called me by the Gospel,
enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me
in the true faith; even as He calls, gathers, enlightens,
and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth,
and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith; in
which Christian Church He forgives daily and richly
all sins to me and all believers, and at the last day will
raise up me and all the dead, and will give to me and
to all believers in Christ everlasting life. This is most
certainly true.

fHoly HBaptism A

First

What is Baptism?-Answer. ;
Baptism is not simple water only, but it is é
the water comprehended in God's command
and connected with God's Word.

Which is that word of God?-Answer.

Christ, our Lord, says in the last chapter of
Matthew: "All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me, Go therefore

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded you. And
behold, I am with you always, to the end of
the age" (Matthew 28:18-20).

Secondly.

What does Baptism give or profit?-Answer.
It works forgiveness of sins, delivers from
death and the devil, and gives eternal
salvation to all who believe this, as the
words and promises of God declare.

Which are such words and promises of
God?-Answer.

Christ, our Lord, says in the last chapter of
Mark: "Whoever believes and is baptized
will be saved, but whoever does not believe
will be condemned" (Mark 16:16).

Thirdly.

How can water do such great things?-Answer.
It is not the water indeed that does them,
but the word of God which is in and with
the water, and faith, which trusts such
word of God in the water. For without the
word of God the water is simple water and
no baptism. But with the word of God it is a
baptism, that is, a gracious water of life and
a washing of regeneration in the Holy
Ghost, as St. Paul says, Titus, chapter three:
"He saved us, not because of works done by
us in righteousness, but according to his
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration
and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us richly through Jesus
Christ our Savior, so that being justified by
his grace we might become heirs according
to the hope of eternal life" (Titus 3:5-7).

Fourthly.

What does such baptizing with water
mean?-Answer.

It means that the old Adam in us should,
by daily contrition and repentance, be
drowned and die with all sins and evil
lusts, and, again, a new man daily come
forth and arise; who shall live before God in
righteousness and purity forever.

Where is this written?--Answer.

St. Paul says Romans, chapter 6: "We were
buried therefore with him by baptism into
death, in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, we too might walk in newness of
life" (Romans 6:4).



